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20 years of Conversation Cards: 
Agency & Efficacy
Duane Kindt, Nagoya University of Foreign Studies                            JSPS Grant 19K00895

March, 1998 - Preparing for my first university English 
speaking class. How to manage? What are some challenges?

1. Relatively large (40+)
2. 90 minutes, once a week, 15 sessions
3. Generally Japanese L1
4. Wide variety skill levels 
5. Higher written proficiency 
6. Hesitance to speak out 
7. Avoid making errors 
8. Motivational differences
9. Comfortable with traditional methods
10.  Less familiar with communicative tasks

Fellow SIT alum and former Nagoya JALT President, Scott Rule, suggested 
using index cards to manage large university classes, an idea got from 
William Acton, well-known for his work with pronunciation/haptics.



LEARNER AGENCY
1. Active vocabulary development (Lott, 2015)
2. Expert & peer models (Murphey, 1998)
3. Students’ Own Conversation Cards (SOCCs) (Kindt, 2019)
4. Recursive conversations (RCs) (Kindt, 2005; Kindt & Bowyer, 2018)
5. Conversation strategies (CSs) (Dörnyei, 1995)
6. Recordings, follow-ups, & self-evaluations (Kindt, 2001)
TEACHER EFFICACY
7. Feedback (Kindt, 2014)
8. Action comments (Kindt & Davies, 1999)
9. Newsletters (Kindt & Murphey, 2000)

Overview

1. Active vocabulary development (Lott, 2015)
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2. Expert & peer models (Murphey, 1998)



3. Students’ Own Conversation Cards (SOCCs) 
(Kindt, 2019)

Let’s take a couple of minutes to make a card of our own.
Now let’s try using it to support a short conversation.

5. Conversation strategies (CSs) (Dörnyei, 1995)



4. Recursive conversations (RCs) (Kindt, 2005; 
Kindt & Bowyer, 2018)
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4. Recursive conversations (RCs) (Kindt, 2005; 
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6. Recordings, follow-ups, & self-evaluations 
(Kindt, 2001)
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7. Feedback (Kindt, 2014)

8. Action comments (Kindt & Davies, 1999)



8. Action comments

8. Action comments



    9. Newsletters (Kindt & Murphey, 2000)

Questions or comments?



Thank you
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